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1When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, “Father, the 
hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you, 2since you have given him 
authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3And this is eternal 
life, that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 4I glorified you 
on earth, having accomplished the work that you gave me to do. 5And now, Father, glorify me in 
your own presence with the glory that I had with you before the world existed. 

6“I have manifested your name to the people whom you gave me out of the world. Yours they 
were, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7Now they know that everything 
that you have given me is from you. 8For I have given them the words that you gave me, and 
they have received them and have come to know in truth that I came from you; and they have 
believed that you sent me. 9I am praying for them. I am not praying for the world but for those 
whom you have given me, for they are yours. 10All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I am 
glorified in them. 11And I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming 
to you. Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you have given me, that they may be one, 
even as we are one. 12While I was with them, I kept them in your name, which you have given 
me. I have guarded them, and not one of them has been lost except the son of destruction, that 
the Scripture might be fulfilled. 13But now I am coming to you, and these things I speak in the 
world, that they may have my joy fulfilled in themselves. 14I have given them your word, and the 
world has hated them because they are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 15I do not 
ask that you take them out of the world, but that you keep them from the evil one. 16They are 
not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 17Sanctify them in the truth; your word is 
truth. 18As you sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. 19And for their sake I 
consecrate myself, that they also may be sanctified in truth. 

20“I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through their word, 21that 
they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, so 
that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22The glory that you have given me I have 
given to them, that they may be one even as we are one, 23I in them and you in me, that they 
may become perfectly one, so that the world may know that you sent me and loved them even 
as you loved me. 24Father, I desire that they also, whom you have given me, may be with me 
where I am, to see my glory that you have given me because you loved me before the 
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foundation of the world. 25O righteous Father, even though the world does not know you, I know 
you, and these know that you have sent me. 26I made known to them your name, and I will 
continue to make it known, that the love with which you have loved me may be in them, and I in 
them.” 

 

When we were first being taught how to pray, some of us, myself included, began by learning 
the prayer that is known as the Lord’s Prayer, or the Our Father.  It is taken from Matthew 6:9-
13, and although we may have learned it as an actual prayer to pray (which is not wrong in 
itself), Jesus taught it as a part of the Sermon on the Mount as a pattern of prayer, “Pray then 
like this:” (v.9 emphasis added). 

During my study of Jesus’ prayers from the Bible, I have heard pastors and teachers say that the 
Matthew 6 passage is technically not the Lord’s Prayer insofar as Jesus’ own personal prayer.  
He would not pray “And forgive us our debts (trespasses, sins)” v.12, because He has never 
sinned and will never sin.  Therefore, it is arguably more accurate to refer to this as the 
Disciples’ Prayer, as this is what He was teaching to His disciples, to His followers, as a pattern 
of prayer. 

Yet I believe there is one prayer that Jesus prayed that would qualify as the Lord’s Prayer, His 
prayer, one that is truly personally His, and that is the one that comprises all of John chapter 
17, also known as Jesus’ high priestly prayer. This is the longest recorded prayer in the New 
Testament, and it gives us insights into the heart and soul of our Lord, His special and precious 
relationship with the Father, and the beautiful, loving, effective, intercessory way that he 
prayed for those of us who He loves. This prayer occurs after the Last Supper and the farewell 
discourse of chapters 13-16, and just before His arrest in the garden of Gethsemane in chapter 
18, which sets off the events that ultimately result in His crucifixion and death. The events of 
this evening, with the cross just a few hours away, form the transition point from His earthly 
public ministry to His intercessory ministry for those who received Him (John 1:12).  This prayer 
is the opening prayer of this intercessory ministry.  It is only fitting that He begins His 
intercessory ministry at this point because He is soon to perform the ultimate act of 
intercession, taking the place of sinners who deserve the justifiable wrath of God and are 
absolutely unable to save themselves.  Praise you, Lord! 

Most teachers and scholars that I have researched generally agree that this chapter is divided 
into three main parts.  They are: 

A.) Jesus addressing the Father and praying for Himself, (vv. 1-5).  As the high priest would 
do in the Holy of Holies in the temple (Jesus, of course, being great High Priest), He 
begins by lifting up His eyes to heaven, a sign for us to imitate that when we pray (as 
believers, we are a royal priesthood, 1 Peter 2:9, and a “kingdom of priests to our God”-
Revelation 1:6), we are to set our eyes and hearts towards to the One who is high and 
lifted up, the One who is above all things.  (Psalm 25:1).  He addresses the Father as 
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Father, which is exactly how He taught us in Matthew 6, and emblematic of the 
relationship between the first two persons of the Holy Trinity. 
 
He acknowledges that the hour of His impending suffering and death is at hand, (v. 1) 
and that the Father glorify Him so that he may reflect the Father’s glory in Him through 
His death and resurrection. Ellicott’s Commentary notes: “This is the ground on which 
the prayer in John 17:1 is based. (Comp. John 10:36; John 13:3.) The glory for which He 
asks is in accordance with the decree which appointed His Messianic work.”  He also 
acknowledges the authority (power) (v. 2) the Father has given Him to impart eternal 
life to those who were sovereignly chosen by the Father.  Barnes Notes on the Bible 
says: “It was on the ground of this power(authority) given to Christ that the apostles 
were commanded to go and teach all nations.” (Matthew 28: 18-20, the Great 
Commission) 
 
Concerning eternal life, (v. 3), this is one of those elements of the Christian life that we 
frequently mention, but may not know the depth of its meaning.  Many people believe 
that it is a matter of longevity, meaning forever, and that is correct, but that’s not the 
entire picture.  Eternal life is not only a quantity of life, as it does last forever, but also a 
quality of life, as it is the very life of Christ within us, through the work of the Holy Spirit.  
Got Questions.org: “When the Bible speaks of eternal life, it. refers to a gift of God that 
comes only ‘through Jesus Christ our Lord’”.  (Romans 6:23)  ”The gift of God is 
abundant spiritual life—a life with meaning, purpose, and joy—from the moment of 
salvation and for all eternity….”  Many of us who came to saving faith through Christ 
came from a life of no meaning, no purpose, no joy, and now rejoice in all that He has 
given us in those respects.  He defines eternal life (v.3) as intimately knowing the Father 
and Jesus Christ Himself, who was sent by the Father. As we come to know Jesus and 
learn about Him in the Bible, we will come to know the Father. As Jesus told Philip in 
John 14:8, “Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.”  The Bible continually informs 
us (and in the RTO School of Prayer we have continually emphasized the importance of 
knowing God) about intimately knowing God, and its importance to God Himself, Jer 
9:23-24 and Hosea 6:6, 2 Cor 10:3-5, Philippians 3:10 as examples. 
 
Jesus concludes this section in vv. 4-5 by affirming that He has glorified the Father by 
accomplishing the work that the Father gave Him, and now asks that the Father glorify 
Him in return to the glory that He had with the Father before the world existed.  Barnes 
Notes: “There could not be a more distinct and clear declaration of the pre-existence of 
Christ than this. It means before the creation of the world; before there was any world.”  
Christ existed before creation, before time, One in being with the Father and the Spirit.  
Can we even begin to fathom the depth of the awesome nature of the existence of our 
Lord Christ?  The depth of the awesome nature of the relationship of the Father and the 
Son? 
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B.) Jesus’ prayer for the apostles (vv.6-19).  Jesus begins this section by acknowledging that 

He has manifested (shown) the Father’s Name to the apostles, who belonged to the 
Father, to whom the Father gave to Christ (v.6). When Jesus says “manifested Your 
Name” to them, what does that mean? “Name” is another familiar word, but do we 
know the full biblical meaning?  According to Vine’s Bible Dictionary, name is defined 
“for all that a ‘name’ implies, of authority, character, rank, majesty, power, excellence, 
…. of everything that the ‘name’ covers of the ‘Name’ of God as expressing His 
attributes….”  That’s what Jesus has manifested/shown to them, the whole array of the 
attributes of God!  The Father had chosen/elected them for His sovereign purpose, to 
give them to Jesus, who gave them the Father’s very own words, and they believed.  
Thus, Jesus affirms the genuine saving faith of the disciples, because they believed God’s 
word.  He affirms His teachings to them, so they would surely know that Christ came 
from the Father, and was sent by the Father (v. 8). 
 
Jesus then proceeds to pray directly and exclusively for them (v.9).  Incredibly, He 
explicitly says He is not praying for the world at this point, but for those whom the 
Father has given and entrusted to Him.  Benson Commentary: “The reason thus assigned 
for making them the subject of his prayers at this time is remarkable. It is as if he had 
said, ‘I employ the last moments of My life in praying particularly for My apostles, 
because (their) they are more especially Thy servants, destined for that work which is 
the great object of Thy attention, the instruction and salvation of the world.’”  This 
underscores the importance of their work in carrying out the Great Commission, and its 
importance to Christ. 
 
In v.10, Jesus affirms the shared possession of all things between Him and the Father. 
“All Mine are yours, and yours are Mine….”.  Meyer’s NT Commentary describes thus: 
“….the general reciprocal community of property, which, in matters relating to His work, 
exists between Him, the Son and plenipotentiary (with the full authority) of the Father…. 
Both have the same work, the same aim, the same means, the same power, the same 
grace and truth, etc., in common; neither has and works separate from the other, and 
for Himself; God in Christ, and He in God.”  “And I am glorified in them.”  Ellicott’s 
Commentary, “The fact that Christ is glorified in them forms, then, a second reason for 
His special prayer for them. The tense is perfect. Its accomplishment is already in part 
realised (John 17:6-8; comp. John 15:8), and is more fully to be realised in that future of 
the Spirit’s work which all through this chapter is regarded as present.” 

 

Knowing that soon He will no longer be in the world, but they will be, His first request (v. 
11), is for the Father to keep them in His Name, to keep them from harm by the world 
and not to be overtaken by Satan. To keep them in His Name means keeping them by 
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the reputation of the Father (the attribute of God’s faithfulness), as He is faithful and 
will do all that He says He is going to do and will never fail.  Jesus is affirming here what 
He said in John 10:28-29, that His sheep, His followers, are forever secure in Him, and 
that by the power of the ever- faithful Father, “….no one is able to snatch them out of 
the Father’s hand.”  This is the doctrine of eternal security, or as many of us know it, 
“once saved, always saved”.  No scheme or action of Satan, or man or anything created 
can separate us from Him.  (Rom 8:31-39) While Jesus knows of their eternal security, 
He still prays for it, a good example of praying the will of the Father.  (2 Peter 3:9 NKJV) 

As He is praying for the Father to keep them in His Name, He also prays in v. 11 that “…. 
they may be one, even as we are one.”  This is NOT an ecumenical call to have some 
type of experiential unity (as John MacArthur calls it), some type of all faiths, all-
inclusive unity regardless of doctrinal differences, where we all throw our arms around 
each other, forget about everything else and just sing Kumbaya.  What He is praying for 
here is (as stated by MacArthur) “the unity of common eternal life (a life of meaning, 
purpose, and joy) shared by all who believe the truth, and it results in the one body of 
Christ sharing all His life.”  This is explicitly described by Paul in Ephesians 4:4-6, “…. One 
body and one spirit, one hope, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of 
all, who is over all and through all and in all”.  In other words, Jesus wants ALL His 
followers to have such an intimate knowledge of the Father in truth that it would be 
that they would be as close to each other in that truth as Jesus is to the Father, “even as 
we are one”, as He prayed. 

In v. 12, Jesus declares to the Father that He has kept them in His care while He was 
with them, and did not allow them to be overtaken by Satan, except for the Son of 
Perdition, Judas Iscariot, who would betray Him. This action of Judas will be done in 
fulfillment of the Scriptures. 

V. 13 Christ again declares He is soon coming to the Father, and that the petition He 
now speaks is for the purpose of His joy fulfilled in them.  The joy element echoes John 
15:1-11, where Jesus analogizes His relationship to the disciples as His being the Vine 
and they the branches.  That their obedience to His word brings blessings, causes them 
to bear much fruit and brings them the Father’s love as well as Christ’s.  These are the 
things that Christ describes that will place His joy in them, which is His desire.  The 
Expositor’s Greek Testament adds: “As He Himself goes to the Father, He utters this 
petition aloud, and while yet with the disciples—that they might recognise that the 
power of God was engaged for their protection, and might thus have repeated and 
perfected in themselves the same joy with which Christ had overcome all the trials and 
fears of life. Cf. John 15:11, John 16:24.” Joy has been defined as a deep-down feeling of 
God’s peace no matter what happens because we recognize that He is sovereign and in 
control of all things, for His glory and our good. 
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Jesus then asks for the Father not to take them out of the world, but to keep them from 
the evil one, that they be “in the world but not of it” (vv.15-16) This request expands 
upon the request of v.11, to keep them in His Name.  He then asks the Father to sanctify 
them, that is, to set them apart for God’s own particular purpose.  The vehicle for Him 
to do this is the truth, God’s word, the Bible, to “Sanctify them in the truth, Your word is 
truth”. (v.17).  The important element for us to remember here is that if we belong to 
the Lord, if we are to be one with Him as He is with the Father, if we are to be set apart 
for His purpose, we MUST know His word.  Knowledge of His word equals knowledge of 
Him, how to love Him (John 14:21), how to have His joy within us, how to have our 
prayers answered in Him (John 15:7), how to be His disciple (John 8:31), and how to be 
free in Him (John 8:32). 

V. 18, Christ tells the Father that as the Father sent Him into the world to do the 
Father’s work, so Christ has now sent them into the world to further His work. 

In v. 19 Jesus then proceeds to tell the Father that it is for their sakes that He 
consecrates Himself, that is, sets Himself apart fully for the will of the Father.  Barnes’ 
Notes on the Bible,” I sanctify myself - I consecrate myself exclusively to the service of 
God. The word "sanctify" does not refer here to personal sanctification, for he had no 
sin, but to setting himself apart entirely to the work of redemption.” 

“That they might be made pure by the effect of my sanctifying myself - that is, that they 
might be made pure by the shedding of that blood which cleanses from all sin. By this 
only can men be made holy; and it was because the Saviour so sanctified himself, or set 
himself to this work so unreservedly as to shed his own blood, that any soul can be 
made pure and fit for the kingdom of God.” 

C.) In v. 20, His prayer takes an even more sweeping dramatic turn as He prays for “…for 
those who will believe in Me through their word….” (emphasis added).  He is praying for 
believers yet to be born, yet to have responded to His effectual saving call, in other 
words, US! This is marvelous and amazing, that our Lord and Savior was praying for us 
so many years ago, and is still praying for us even now, TODAY! “Consequently, he is 
able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to God through him, since he always 
lives to make intercession for them”. (Heb 7:25 emphasis added.) His request for us and 
those yet to come is the same as it was for His disciples in v. 11, “…that they may be one 
even as we are one.”  He continues in v. 23: “I in them and You (Father) in Me, that they 
may become perfectly one, so that the world may know that You sent Me and loved 
them even as You loved Me.”  Yes, as a result of this, we are to witness, to demonstrate 
Christ’s love to the world, so that others would see Him in us. 

As I have written this, I have struggled hard to find the right words to try to convey the 
“what is the breadth and length and height and depth”, of the Father’s and Jesus’ love 
for us and their desire for us to be so intimately united with them.  I believe Oswald 
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Chambers states this thought beautifully: “The things that happen (to us) either make us 
evil, or they make us more saintly, depending entirely on our relationship with God and 
its level of intimacy.  If we will pray, regarding our own lives, ‘Your will be done’ (Matt 
26:42 as Jesus did at Gethsemane), then we will be encouraged and comforted by John 
17, knowing that our Father is working according to His own wisdom, accomplishing 
what is best.  When we understand God’s purpose, we will not become small-minded 
and cynical.  Jesus prayed nothing less for us than absolute oneness with Himself, just as 
He was One with the Father.  Some of us are far from this oneness; yet God will not 
leave us alone until we are one with Him—because Jesus prayed ‘…that they may all be 
one…’” 

And if this is not enough, Jesus carries the request to its final fulfilling conclusion in v. 
24, “Father I desire that they also whom you have given me, may be where I am.”  He’s 
talking about heaven!  Jesus first discloses this promise during the Upper Room 
Discourse in John 14:2-3: “In my Father’s house are many rooms.  If it were not so, 
would I have told you?  3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and 
will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also.” That, dear brothers and 
sisters in Christ is the ultimate end point of Jesus’ prayer for us, that we will be with Him 
forever in heaven.  Rejoice!  Heaven is the one place where we will clearly be as one 
with Jesus and the Father as is humanly possible.  Forever!  United with Him in perfect 
sinless fellowship! 

Yet this prayer and this promise apply only to those who are His, those who have 
confessed their sin, repented of it, asked for and received God’s forgiveness, and placed 
their faith and trust in Jesus as the only one who can remove and atone for sin. Those 
who do that will one day be given entrance into the glory of heaven, and spared from 
the alternative, which is eternal punishment and torment in hell.  You will begin to live a 
life with meaning, purpose and joy as mentioned earlier. If you have not done this, 
please do so today, now.  As the apostle Paul writes in Romans 10:9,  “because, if you 
confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him 
from the dead, you will be saved.” And in 2 Cor 6:2: “Behold, now is the favorable time; 
behold, now is the day of salvation”.  Hebrews 9:27, “And just as it is appointed for man 
to die once, and after that comes judgment”. 

SUMMARY-CONCLUSION-TAKEAWAYS 

1.) From John 17 forward, Jesus main ministry is intercession for us and for those who 
are to come.  Isa 53:12, Rom 8:34, 2 Cor 5:21, Heb 7:25. 
 

2.) Jesus prayed for NO small things for us.  He prayed boldly for us. He prayed radically 
for us!  He prayed for our protection from the evil one, protection from the world. 
He prayed for His joy to be fulfilled within us.  He prayed that we would be one with 
the Father, as close to the Father as He Himself is, what a bond of intimate love in 
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unity!  He prayed that we would be ultimately one with Him forever in heaven!  
John 17:24 
 

3.) Pray in Jesus’ Name. (A reminder to pray “In Jesus’ Name” is not a little tag we add 
at the end of our prayers, like a “good luck charm”.) In vv. 6, 11, 12, and 26, Jesus 
mentions “Your Name” in reference to His Father, God the Father. Concerning this 
use of “Your Name”, MacLaren’s Exposition says (v. 26), “What is that name of God 
which the revealing Son declares? Not the mere syllables by which we call Him, but 
the manifested character of the Father. That one name, in the narrower sense of the 
word, carries the whole revelation that Jesus Christ has to make; for it speaks of 
tenderness, of kindred, of paternal care, of the transmission of a nature, of the 
embrace of a divine love.”  Jesus transmits the entire nature of the Father to us, 
because He is God, possessing every attribute of the Father, all of which we can 
access when we pray in His Name. 
We also must remember what Jesus said in John 14:13-14, 13 “Whatever you ask in 
my name, this I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If you ask 
me anything in my name, I will do it.”  And what is written in 1 John 5:14 “And this 
is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask anything according to his 
will he hears us.”  (The School of Prayer lesson “Praying God’s will can help you to 
understand, know and do God’s will.)   
 

4.) Strive to know your God, follow the pattern of how well Jesus knew the Father, the 
deep intimacy of their relationship, their oneness, and how Christ prays that for us.  
Know Him through daily intentional reading, studying, meditation of His holy word, 
the Bible, even if it’s only about 10 minutes EVERY day.  Make Psalm 119:18, 97 your 
key verses in this.  STRIVE to MAKE time!  He desires this, Hosea 6:6, “For I desire 
steadfast love and not sacrifice, the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings.  
You can actually brag about knowing Him, Jeremiah 9:24, “but let him who boasts 
boast in this, that he understands and knows me, that I am the Lord who practices 
steadfast love, justice, and righteousness in the earth. For in these things I delight, 
declares the Lord.”  Have the heart and mind of Paul in Philippians 3:10 (NKJV), “that 
I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His 
sufferings….”  
 

5.) Imitate Jesus in your intercessory prayer life.  1 Cor 11:1, Eph 5:1.  Read, study and 
meditate upon John 17.  Pray boldly, pray radically, pray often for unbelievers and 
fellow believers in your life, for new believers who are to come.  Pray the same 
things for them that Jesus prayed for you in John 17.  Pray for their salvation, their 
sanctification, for them to be set apart for God’s purposes in their lives and that they 
would know Christ’s joy, and God’s purpose (will) for themselves.  Amen.  Alleluia. 
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